In the 10 years of its existence, proMODERN has become a synonym for the best performances of vocal music. During this time the vocal sextet released four award-winning albums of their own and recorded music for two others, making many first-time recordings. They performed the world premieres of several dozen compositions, collaborating with leading Polish orchestras, including NOSPR at the Warsaw Autumn festival, NFM Philharmonic and the Sinfonia Varsovia Orchestra, recording television recitals for Polish National Television and radio concerts for Polish Radio, performing in concert at festivals and at the invitation of leading cultural centres, including most of Poland’s philharmonics and several major international festivals.
proMODERN has won as many as five of the Polish music industry’s Fryderyk awards: in 2015 for the debut album Where Are You: Pieces from Warsaw, in the Choral, Oratorio and Opera Music Album of the Year category and for Best Recording of Polish Music; in 2018 for their second album, proMODERN Shakespired, in the Contemporary Music Album of the Year category and for Best Recording of Polish Music, and in 2020 for their most recent project, Comfort Zone, in the Contemporary Music Album of the Year category. Philip Lawson’s piece, which the legendary artist had composed as a commission specially for the group, already had 20,000 streams on Spotify in just two weeks! proMODERN was nominated for the Coryphaeus of Polish Music Award 2018 in the Discovery of the Year category for their performance of Stimmung by Karlheinz Stockhausen during the KODY Festival in Lublin. proMODERN’s version of this monumental piece of contemporary music, released as an album by Polish Radio, was nominated for a Fryderyk 2020 award. In the same year, at the invitation of the Polish ambassadors in Rome and the Vatican, the group performed in concert during papal celebrations in Italy.
The group was founded by leading vocal soloists who shared a passion and skill for interpreting the most demanding works by present-day composers. proMODERN collaborates with leading composers, musicians and orchestras. The group works on repertoire inaccessible to other performers, from pieces by European classics like Luciano Berio, Salvatore Sciarrino, Karlheinz Stockhausen, György Ligeti, Arvo Pärt and Louis Andriessen, through the greatest Polish composers like Krzysztof Penderecki, Witold Lutosławski and Andrzej Panufnik, to works commissioned specially for them from composers including Zygmunt Krauze and Paweł Łukaszewski, as well as taking part in unique projects with Krzysztof Herdzin and Krzesimir Dębski, among others. The group is greatly appreciated in the music community for their original interpretations, garnering excellent international reviews, including rave reviews from the British magazine Gramophone. The ensemble cooperates closely with Warsaw National Philharmonic and became Artist-in-residence at Philharmonic in Szczecin for the 2023/2024 season.
